So JUVENILE SPORTS 

lettered t ° pieces, and the game inter 
rupted till new ones could be made. l n 
deed I have often i'een the play totally 
ftopt for that evening for want of new 
materials. Had they taken the following 
method, this difafter would never have 
happened. 

Get a couple of good ftrong heop-Oicks, 
luch as have been well feafoned, but not 
injured by moiflure. Cut them into pieces 
of about two feet in length, and bend 
them on your knee till they are almoft 
ftrait, but not quite fo, then cut off the 
edges, and pare the bottoms to a point, in 
order the more eafily to force them into 
the ground. Cut the tops flat, and make 
a notch in them, juft to the fize of the 
bail, which may be made of fkewers ufed 
by butchers to faften their meat. By hav- 
ing the notches on the top of the flumps 
cut the fize of the bail, you prevent its 
being blown off by every puff of wind, 
which often proves a very vexatious im- 
pediment ia the height of a moft vigo- 
roufly-contefted game. 

If thefe obfervations are properly at- 
tended to. you will feldom complain .of 

a broken 


and 


p A S T I 

but, 


MES, 

i order to 


3 br ?k(i a irad nft P <in V u n fore feeii accident, 
youftouid always carry with you three 
inir of flumps at leaft into the field. 

' I lhall now difmifs this article of " 

playing, with an obfervation or two wo - 
thy the attention of the young - fportfinan. 
When it is your turn to take the bat, o 
ferve lhat you ftand at a proper diftance 
from the wicket, neither too clofe, noi yet 
too far from it : if you ftand too clofe, you 
may chance to knock yourfelf out ; and, 
if you ftand too far from it, you may be 
knocked out by the bowler, before you 
can recover your bat after aiming a ftroke. 
The legal diftance from your wicket is the 
length of your bat. 

Nothing difpleafes me more than to fee 
the batfman make a hundred different 
motions at the ball before- it reaches him, 
and often before the bowler has delivered 
it. As foon as you fee the bowler is aim- 
ing at your wicket, lift your bat a little; 
and, if the ball runs fo clofe to the ground, 
that you cannot make a fair blow at it, or 
that it comes; in fuch a direblion, as to en- 
danger the fafety of your wicket : in thofe 
» cafes 
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